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Minutes of a remote meeting of the 
Standards Committee
on Tuesday 20 October 2020 

Committee members present:

	 Councillor Azad (Chair)
	Councillor Pressel (Vice-Chair)

	Councillor Gotch
	Councillor Kennedy

	Councillor Lygo
	


Officers present for all or part of the meeting: 

Anita Bradley, Monitoring Officer

Andrew Brown, Committee and Member Services Manager

Catherine Phythian, Committee and Member Services Officer

Also present:

Andrew Mills-Hicks, Independent Person 
Apologies were received from:

Councillor Simm
Parish Councillor Hancock
Chris Ballinger and Osama Raja
 (Independent Persons)
<AI1>

9. Declarations of Interest 

There were no declarations of interest.

</AI1>

<AI2>

10. Update report - Committee on Standards in Public Life 

The Monitoring Officer introduced the report which detailed the Council’s progress in implementing the recommendations of the Committee on Standards in Public Life report on Local Government Ethical Standards.

The Monitoring Officer explained that the Committee on Standards in Public Life (CSPL) had previously written to all local authorities indicating that it would be reviewing progress on the implementation of the recommendations in the autumn of 2020.  That review had yet to commence. 

The Committee noted that 13 of the best practice recommendations were already in place and that the remaining 2 best practice recommendations, which related to the Code of Conduct, were under consideration in consultation with the other Oxfordshire local authorities who share a common code of conduct with the City Council.  The Committee recognised that the  Council’s ability to demonstrate compliance with these remaining best practice recommendations may not be possible until Government had responded to the CSPL report and enacted the necessary legislation and until such time as a new Code of Conduct, which addressed those points, was adopted by the Council and the other Oxfordshire local authorities.

The Standards Committee resolved to note the content of the report.
</AI2>

<AI3>

11. Code of Conduct: summary of complaints and individual dispensations - 1 June 2020 until 30 September 2020 

The Monitoring Officer introduced the report. There had been no complaints that councillors had breached the Members’ Code of Conduct in the period covered by the report. Similarly there had been no requests for an individual dispensation under Section 33 of the Localism Act 2011.

The Standards Committee resolved to note the content of the report.
</AI3>

<AI4>

12. Minutes of the previous meeting 

The Committee approved the minutes of the meeting held on 29 June 2020 as a true and accurate record

</AI4>

<AI5>

13. Dates of future meetings 

The Committee noted the dates of future meetings.

</AI5>

<TRAILER_SECTION>

The meeting started at 6.00 pm and ended at 6.20 pm
Chair …………………………..
Date:  
When decisions take effect:

Cabinet:
after the call-in and review period has expired

Planning Committees:
after the call-in and review period has expired and the formal decision notice is issued

All other committees:
immediately.

Details are in the Council’s Constitution.
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